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COUNTYWIDE EMS LEVY

Fact Sheet 
· On November 8, 2011 a Yakima County EMS Levy Authorization ballot measure regarding a countywide emergency medical services (EMS) levy, will be placed before the voters.
· By law (RCW 84.52.069), EMS levy funds can only be used to provide emergency medical care or emergency medical services.

· Examples: apparatus, personnel, rescue tools, training, medical equipment and supplies.
· The EMS levy provides nearly 1,800 hours of annual emergency medical training for our firefighters.
· Yakima County fire departments responded to 17, 282 emergency medical incidents in 2010.
· This is not a new tax but a renewal of an existing levy, at the same rate and term length.
· The average homeowner would pay no more than $35 per year on a home worth $140,000.
· The EMS levy requires a 60%+1  Yes vote to pass. In addition, there is a validation requirement that 40% of all ballots from the previous year’s general election must be returned. That means that 25,265 ballots must be returned and a minimum of 15,159 of those ballots need a Yes vote for the EMS levy to be renewed.
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